
The Capital Mineral Club membership meeting will be on Saturday, 
October 3rd at 2:00 PM at The Salvation Army Building, Concord, NH. 
 
Thank you to Bill Brown for providing refreshments for last month.  
 
This months speaker will be John Whitney from Rocks to Gems . He will 
be talking about collecting Agatized Coral from the state of Florida. John 
has been collecting rocks for longer than he can remember.   ñA man can 
never have enough rocks ò is Johnôs philosophy. 
 
This months refreshments will be provided by Doug Peck. 
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Editors Note: 

The deadline to get info to me for publica-
tion will be the 3rd Saturday of every 
month 

¶ My e-mail address: 

pfcram@comcast.net 

¶ CMC Website:  

www.capitalmineralclub.org 

¶ Website designed and maintained by:  

Peter Cram & Steffen Hermanns  

¶ If submitting material to the newsletter  

the editor requests that it be sent in 

Microsoft Word format. This will help in 

getting the newsletter together. 
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Mineral Clubs - Meeting 
Dates  

 
Saco Valley Gem and Mineral Club : 3rd

 Tuesday of each month at the Tin Mt. Conservation Center, Albany, NH ï 7:00 
PM  www.sacovalleygmc.com 

Keene:  1st
 Saturday of each month at Keene State College, Science Bldg. Room SCIC 126, Keene, NH ï 7:00 PM 

keenemineralclub.50webs.com 

North Shore (MA) :  3rd
 Friday of each month, Hamilton Wenham Community House, 284 Bay Rd, South Hamilton, MA 

ï 7:45 PM 
Boston Mineral Club :  1st

 Tuesday of each month, Harvard University Geological Lecture Hall, 24 Oxford St., Cam-
bridge, MA ï 7:30 PM  www.bostonmineralclub.org 
Southeastern NH Mineral Club :  2nd

 Wednesday of each month, St Johnôs Methodist Church, 28 Cataract Ave., Dover, 
NH ï 7:00 PM  senhmineralclub.org 
Presidential Gem and Mineral Society:   2

nd
 Friday of month at 7: 00 P.M. North Country Education Services Center; 

300 Gorham Hill; Gorham, NH 
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Welcome New Members  

Jackie Fulton, Loudon, NH 
Paul Poe, Strafford, NH 

Steven Jonasch, Center Barnstead, NH 
Drew & Rachel Divers, Gilmanton, NH 
Winnie & Hannah Harding, Milford, NH  

2015 Club Dues are Due, please send your membership renewals to 

Steffen Hermanns and make check payable to Capital Mineral Club,  

mailto:steffenh@comcast.net


Capital Mineral Club minutes September 5, 2015  
 
Al Falster opened the meeting at 2 pm with an informative presentation on crys-
tallography. 
 
The business meeting was called to order at 3:40pm by acting president, Don 
Dallaire,  ( 31 members and 2 guests were present.) 
There were no minutes available for the meeting in June 2015.   
The treasurerôs report for May 1 through August 31 was presented by Don Dal-
laire.  Motion to accept by Brad Lewis, second by Michelle Johnson ï vote to ac-
cept by members. 
Don stated that he will present the results of the audit of the club books at the 
October 2015 meeting.  He mentioned that the auditor has requested a change 
in procedure which he will implement immediately:  Requests by members for re
-imbursement by the club for monies spent must be submitted as complete 
items.  If there is income to the club occurring at the same time, that item must 
be also submitted as a whole amount.  Both income and expenses must be visi-
ble as individual items in the club books. 
 
Old Business:  
Don Dallaire stated that the summary of the show, activities and finances, will be 
presented at the October meeting.  
Mike Codero reported that the Poland Mining Camp trip was very successful.  
Bill Ernst will place an article about it in the club newsletter. 
 
New Business:  
Bill Brown asked whether there was interest in a return visit to the garnet locality 
in Greenville.  There was a general positive response.  Bill will organize the 
date, time, and location to meet.  He will give the information to Steffen Her-
manns for distribution to all members by email.  Once the email information is 
given, members should plan to meet at the date, time, location specified without 
further confirmation by Bill. 
 
A member asked about a cookout at Palermo.  Mike Codero stated that there 
will be a cookout in October and that Steffen will send out the information to all 
members. 
 
Gordon Jackson, show chairman, gave thanks to all those who helped with the 

show.  There will be a meeting at his house at 6pm on September 21, 2015, to 

discuss the 2015 and 2016 shows.  All members are welcome, water and cook-

ies  will be provided but if you need to eat dinner during the meeting, please 

bring your own food.  



Gordon stated that he WILL NOT be chairman of the 2016 show.  He feels that 
he has done it enough years (at least 10) and ñIt is time for new bloodò.  Also, 
his youngest daughterôs wedding will be at his house in early August and so 
both he AND Pam will not be available to do planning for the show. 
 
Brad Lewis stated that he has spoken with the O. C. White Company about mi-
croscopes and lighting.  They are very willing to have people visit to check out 
their equipment which is high end, both technically and financially.  Contact him 
for more information on how to set up an appointment with the company. 
 
Don Dallaire stated that a board meeting will be held before the October  club 
meeting.  Steffen will send out the details to all members.  All members are wel-
come to attend. 
 
Don Dallaire sent out a call for articles for the newsletter.   
 
Door Prizes were won by Don Divers and Winnie Harding. 
 
New members presented were: Jackie Poulton, Paul Poe, Steven Jonash, Drew 
Divers, and Rachel Divers.  (sorry about any mis-spellings!)  Moved to accept by 
Steffen Hermanns, second by Bill Adams ï vote to accept by members. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4pm. 
 
Submitted by Kathy Dallaire, acting recording secretary. 



Program for October 
ñCollecting Agatized Coral, Florida Stateò 

 Over the past few years, John Whitney of Whit-

neyôs Rocks To Gems has found some of the most 

exquisite and highly-desired agatized coral in the 

world.  Agatized Coral is 20-30 million years old 

and is Floridaôs State Stone. John has been col-

lecting rocks for longer than he can remem-

ber.   ñA man can never have enough rocksò is 

Johnôs philosophy.  Growing up on a Maine farm, 

his mother was endlessly emptying Johnôs pock-

ets full of rocks.  John attended the University of 

Maine, receiving his BS degree in Plants and 

Soils.   After that, he owned and oper-

ated  Whitneyôs Farm for 17 years.   From there 

his experiences, interests evolved and expanded.   John Whitney holding Songo 
Pond Beryl for Don Dallaire 
and Carl Francis to admire.  

Collecting agatized coral in Florida rivers 
may be hazardous to your health.  

  

  

In 1989 , John became a registered Soil Scientist, and wetland specialist.  All the while rock 

collecting,  John expanded his interests in collecting from Maine to Florida approximately 

12 years ago. Then in 2005, John and his wife, Debbie, had the opportunity to make a large 

purchase of new material from the famous Mount Mica Quarry in Paris, Maine.  John and 

Debbie started their Rocks to Gems business.   Today, rocks have been come full circle for 

John, and  Debbie is now the one endlessly emptying his pockets full of rocks.  John will 

have just returned  from another agatized coral expedition just in time for our meeting.    

      { Information provided by Debbie Whitney} 

By John Whitney 



 

On Friday, Gordon and I decided to take a day off and visit Ray Berry, an old time collector.   

Gordon had met him years ago and collected on his claims in Colorado.  Since we were due at 

Rayôs at 1:00PM it made no sense to drive the 40 miles to the Smoky Hawk just to turn around 

and make the 1:00 appointment so we decided to visit the Rocky Mountain Dinosaur Research 

Center in Woodland Park.  It is a small museum but very well done.  It has a full Paleontology 

lab and works on assembling fossil skeletal remains for museums all over the world.   An inter-

esting and educational stop if you are in the area. 

   

We got to Rayôs house at 1:00PM as scheduled.  Although he has endured some physical chal-

lenges lately and was currently housebound he proved to be an enthusiastic host.  He showed 

us his collection and  we were amazed at the quantity and quality of the specimens he had.  

There was quite a bit of mineral conversation and the afternoon slipped by quickly.  Armed 

with seeing the large amazonite and smoky quartz crystals we had renewed energy to keep on 

digging for the next few days. 

Right:  Tour guide explaining exhibit 

Left:  Cast of controversial dinosaur that 

evidence points to new species while others 

claim  it to be an immature T-Rex. 

Saturday morning arrived, day 3  and we were up bright and early reaching the gate at the bot-

tom of the steep road  to the Smoky Hawk before Joe got there.  There were several other cars 

there and we learned there was an organized field trip by a local mineral club that day.  When 

Joe arrived we talked to him and said we could work on some other area and free up some of 

the limited parking for field trip participants.  We thought we might go to a locality that Ray 

Berry suggested below the Smoky Hawk where he found large 10 cm amazonite crystals.   Joe 

said that that would be fine but we might want to try his most northern claim in the  area and 

gave us directions.  Gordon an I decided to work where Joe had suggested. 

  

The claim Joe sent us to is approximately 675 meters (2200 feet) from the Smoky Hawk as the 

crow flies in a northwesterly direction.  By the primitive road it is approximately 1.6 kilome-

ters (1 mile) .   We parked by the gate to this particular claim and started looking around.   

Rocky Mountain High Part 2. 



I began to dig along the side of the road where 

some pegmatite was showing but soon realized that 

debris would go into Joeôs access road and that was 

not acceptable so I quit on this site.  This is the first 

inclination that we should have purchased large 

shovels instead of just a pick and cultivator.  There 

was no way I would be able to remove what I 

would be dropping down in the road with just a 

small folding shovel. 

   

Gordon was looking around above me so I picked 

up my tools and started prospecting uphill toward 

Gordon.  When I got to Gordon he was expanding 

two shallow holes dug by a previous prospector.  

There was a bit of pegmatite showing so I began 

helping Gordon dig deeper.  Soon we hit hard rock 

about 2 feet below the original surface.  I began 

using the pick to pull up some of the hard rock and 

it appeared to be a harder pegmatite.  All of a sud-

den a smoky quartz shard approximately 11 X 3 

cm appeared showing 2 sharp crystal faces.  We 

started  being hopeful.  A bit more work and a 2.2 

cm smoky quartz crystal on a white quartz shard 

came out and the digging intensified.  After a while 

we had 8 smoky quarts crystals of varied sizes and 

we knew we were not shut out on this trip.  After a 

while we did not find any more crystals and we 

wondered if that was the end.  I wasnôt so sure.  

Anyway we packed up and went back to the motel. 

Above left:  Gate to northern claim 

area. 

Above right:  Area we were prospect-

ing. 

Below:  Gordon digging away. 

Below:  Our take for the day,. 8 

good smoky quartz crystals.  Note 

circled crystal since this is important 

to the later part of the story. 


